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Coming in August and September  
  

  August 2nd, Propmaster/Barnstormer Interclub Fun Fly at Springbrook Field, 9:00am 
  August 16th, Fun Fly #4, New Pratt’s Wayne Flying Field, 9:00am Trim Flights, 10:00am First Pilot Off 
  August 17th, Membership Meeting, Itasca Public Library, 7:00pm *** NOTE DATE CHANGE!! *** 
 

  September 14th, Membership Meeting, Poplar Creek Public Library, 7:00pm 
  September 20th, Fun Fly #5, New Pratt’s Wayne Field, 9:00am Trim Flights, 10:00am First Pilot Off 
  September 27th, Giant Scale Fun Fly, New Pratt’s Wayne Field, 9:00am 
  September 28th, Board Meeting, Location to be determined 
 

President’s Corner 
By Steve Thill 

 

The club has had a busy month!  We started out 
with a great club fun fly with don't spill the beans.  
We had a good turnout and Ernie and Hector did a 
wonderful job in bringing / grilling lunch for all of the 
competitors.  This was a nice primer for our intra-
club fun fly. 
 

 
 

Next we had the club Open House with the Forest 
Preserve.  We had a great turnout and took a 
number of folks from the community and Forest 
Preserve up on buddy boxes, shared how our 
models work and put on a good airshow.  I would 

like to thank the Forest Preserve and all of the 
members that participated for making this event a 
success.  Hopefully we can continue to partner with 
the Forest Preserve and have events like this in the 
future.      
 
Last, but not least, we had the Interclub fun fly with 
the Propmasters and I'm proud to announce the 
Barnstormers took back the fun fly trophy!  As Ernie 
reported, the Propmasters were gracious hosts but 
the weather was a bit of a challenge.  Pilots 
struggled with the winds, very gusty, but all pilots 
flew well, no planes were lost, no trees were 
harmed and everyone seemed to have a good time.   
 
We still have three fun fly events between now and 
the end of the season so please make it a point to 
come out and join in!  They are lots of fun and open 
to all skill levels. 
 
Fly Safe, 
 

Steve 
 

 
 



Next Meeting One Week Late – 8/17/15!  Itasca Public Library 
 

We have secured the Itasca Library for our August 
club meeting.  However, due to remodeling at the 
Itasca Library, our meeting will be held one week 
later than usual.  So, our next club meeting will be 

held on August 17th.  The Itasca Library is locate a 
short distance east of old Route 53 on Irving Park 
Road.  The address is 500 W Irving Park Rd, 
Itasca, IL 60143.  630-773-1699 

 
 

Notes of the Suburban RC Barnstormers Membership Meeting 
July 13, 2015 

 

ATTENDANCE 
The members meeting was held at the Itasca 
Library. 
 
OFFICER REPORTS 
President: Steve Thill presided over the 
meeting. 
 
We continue to have challenges with meeting 
rooms but do have a plan.  Itasca was not 
available the second Monday in August but is 
available the third Monday.  And Itasca is not 
available in September.  However, Dave West 
is still holding the room at Poplar Creek for 
September.  So, the plan is to have the August 
meeting the third Monday (8/17) and the 
September meeting at Poplar Creek.  Then 
Itasca will be available at least through next 
June.  Bob Vance has been very helpful 
securing the Itasca location. 
 
Steve spoke briefly about the field.  The Forest 
Preserver has replaced the Porta-Potti with a 
larger handicap accessible version.  It is very 
nice!  And there was some gravel erosion 
around the flight stands due to the rain that has 
also been repaired. 
 
Vice President: Hector Rivera brought in 
some glue, shrink tubing, and double sided 
tape for the door prizes.  Now that many have 
experience building models from kits, Hector 
thought he would continue encouraging the 
building by introducing a heat gun for the 
rollover raffle. 
 
Treasurer: Bob Elsner had nothing to report. 
 
Secretary: Offie Rivera was unable to attend 
but Scott Taylor filled in in her absence.  Scott 
had some extra newsletters and name tag. 

 
COMMITTEES 
Fun Fly Chairman – Ernie Blenkle reminded 
members of the Fun Fly on July 19th.  It would 
be a practice run for the “Don’t Spill the Beans” 
event against the PropMasters. 
 
The interclub Fun Fly that we will have on 
August 2nd will involve mounting a cup on your 
plane, loading it with 5 beans and then go 
flying!   Contestants will be awarded 5 points 
per loop regardless of whether they keep the 
beans or not.  And pilots have the option to do 
a barrel roll or spot landing which will be worth 
25 points if any beans are retained.  And the 
beans themselves will be worth 5 points each if 
they survive the flight.  See you there!  
 
Safety – Steve Thill said there was a warning 
that was issued over the 4th of July weekend 
for a pilot flying outside the field boundaries.  It 
was not known if it was a member, but 
regardless please be careful.  It is difficult to 
judge the edge of the field, but we can get 
adjusted!  Remember warnings, tickets, and 
permit revocations are all possible! 
 
Tom Lyons added that the Giant Scales 
definitely have more trouble, but believed it 
was possible to stay within the field 
boundaries.  Tom also brought in some articles 
published by the AMA on flying drones and 
flying using “First Person View” (FPV) or 
autopilots.  We do not allow FPV flying of any 
aircraft at our field without another pilot 
spotting (always in visual contact) and able to 
quickly take control from the FPV pilot if 
necessary (buddy box).  The AMA 
recommendations are very reasonable and we 
suggest anyone planning to fly these get 
familiar with these guidelines. 



 
Novice Thursday Night – Steve Merrill said 
new flyer night continues to be successful with 
3-4 novices turning out.  We now have two 
trainers, one donated by Jeremy from Hobby 
Town and another donated by Barry (Last 
Name?). 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Open House – Steve Thill said the date had 
been set for the new field open house.  It will 
be held on Saturday July 25th.  The Forest 
Preserve is helping to advertise the event by 
sending out flyers to clubs and Hobby Shops.  
It will be necessary to have a field permit to fly, 
but a permitted pilot can fly someone on a 
buddy box.  The event will be held from 9am to 
1pm. 

 
PLANES – Dave West showed the members a 
plans built plane from the past called the 
School Girl.  This was originally designed for 

.049 glow power, but Dave has converted this 
to electric power. 
 

 
 
RAFFLES 
Door Prizes – Ernie Blenkle took home the 
Turkey.  Scott Taylor grabbed the heat shrink, 
Nancy Gazdziak took home the double sided 
tape, and Steve Merrill stuck with the glue!  
There was no winner in the rollover. 

 
 
 

… Notes from the desk of the Fun Fly Coordinator … 
By Ernie Blenkle 

 
Interclub Fun Fly 08/02/15 Don’t Spill the 
Beans 
 

First let me say thanks to the participants, 
Dave West, Dave Newberry, Scott Taylor 
and myself. 
 
We had two rounds in some of the most 
windy and gusty conditions I have ever 
flown in, I have to applaud Scott Taylor 
with his maiden flight of his Uproar in a 
competitive environment he nailed it. 
 
The Prop Masters wanted the scoring to be 
the highest 4 scores in either round for 
each participant… between Scott, Dave 
W., Dave N. and I, we had 180 points out 
of a possible 300 which was good enough 
to beat their 165. 

 
 
 
We brought the plaque back to the 
Barnstormers. 
 
Nice job guys!!! 
 
For the cookout we had pulled pork 
sandwiches, some thin sliced marinated 
pickles and chips. 
 
The best part was watching the pilots 
sneak up on their planes to peer into the 
cup to see if they still had any beans, it 
was priceless. 

 
Regards 
Ernie Blenkle – Fun Fly Coordinator 

 



Pictures from Barnstormer/Propmaster Fun Fly 
August 2, 2015 

 

         
 

         
 

         
 

         



The Transmitter 
 

This newsletter is published monthly by the Suburban RC Barnstormers, Inc. 
 
We reserve the right to edit all information forwarded to us.  Permission is hereby given to 
reprint any article that we publish as long as proper credit is given. 
 
Material can be submitted for publication: (1) at a meeting, (2) by mailing to Suburban RC 
Barnstormers, Inc., P.O. Box 524, Bloomingdale, IL 60108, (3) sending it to the email of the 
editor, Scott Taylor, at taylorsr@core.com 
 
Articles must be received by the 4th Saturday of the month to be included in the following 
month’s newsletter. 

 
 

OFFICERS/BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President Steve Thill 630-208-9830 steve@thill.us 
Vice President Hector Rivera 630-439-6016 hector.r.rivera@comcast.net 
Treasurer Bob Elsner 630-653-5345 Srcbarn@aol.com 
Secretary Ofelia Rivera 630-439-6016 offie96@comcast.net 
Flight Instruction Steve Merrill 630-251-5945 steveme@sbcglobal.net 
Fun Fly Chairman-Outdoor Ernie Blenkle 630-231-5120 ernieblenkle@att.net 
Safety Officer Tom Lyons 630-668-9525 gtpslyons@comcast.net 
Board John Howe 630-541-3054 iflyrc4@att.net 
Board Scott Taylor 630-999-1372 taylorsr@core.com 
Board Mike Maciejewski 630-513-1476 macieml@sbcglobal.net 
Board Jeff Mrachek 630-942-9042 djmrachek@sbcglobal.net 
Board Bob Sarley 630-267-9534 bobs@commeg.com 

 

 
NEWSLETTER STAFF 

 
Web Master Lynn Littlefield (847) 980-2656 
Editor/Publisher Scott Taylor (630) 999-1372 

 
 
 

Please Support The Following Hobby Shops 

 
HobbyTown–St Charles 2061A Lincoln Highway, St. Charles, IL (630) 587-1256 
Lagrange Hobbies 25 South LaGrange Rd, LaGrange, IL (708) 354-1220 
Strictly R/C 7719 W Lawrence Ave., Chicago, IL (708) 456-9100 
True RC http://www.TrueRC.com   truerc@comcast.net 

 
 
 

Visit our web site at http://www.suburbanrcbarnstormers.com
 


